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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the Jews and 
Christians. Lxodus Chapt.r 21 @ 22. 
PETHIS twenty-first chapter gives an acconnt of a nnm- 

bereof laws, either moral, immoral, or poffeffing a 
neutral character; fome of them peculiar to the fewith 
nation, and fome have been incorporated into the civil 
coJjes of other countries. ‘The general character of tne 
matters contained in this chapter, the ws at the first view 
that it cannot be of divine origin; {5 far trom having 
any just claim to this, it carrres internal evidence of hav- 
inz been writren by fome perfon who had not been acs 
customed to contemplate, in am extenfive manner, the 
nature of moral and political laws. ‘Tne most excepti- 
onable thing contained in thetwenty-fecond chapter, is a 
law concerning witchcraft. ‘“ Thou fhalt not fuffer a 
witch to live.” (fee verfe 18.) Tins paflaze of holy 
writ has laid the foundation of the most cruel and detest. 
able laws, and the most bleody enormities, at which ci- 
vilized and enlightened man ougi:t to bluth and be con- 
founded. New England, and Old England beth, bear 
testimony to this folemn truth, and their laws upon the 
fubject of witchcraft will stand upon the records of histo- 
ry as eternal testimonies otf dich iguorance, {uperstition 
and wickednefs. The history of the Salem Witcheratt 
in this country has marked that epoch wita an indcliabie 
Stain which no time can ever cHace. Judes and Jurors, 
Clergy, Lawyers and Doctors, were all engaged in the 
favage work ; accufation and death were then fynony- 
mous terms; iti that warfare there was no difcharge. This 
wicked 500k, this book of fuperstition, called the Holy 
Bible, was the eaufe of all theie terrible outrages, thele 
cruel murders ! ** Thou fhalt not fuffer a witch to we” 
(vas enough to raife the hue and cry of death threughout 
fhe land. Their ferocious prejudices prevented the ens 
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as a witch; they took this for granted upon the authori- 
ty of the bible, and immediately proceeded to the work 
of death and destruction. ‘The poor old women then 
stood no chance, for religious fanaticifm feem to have 
fingled out this clafs of fociety as objects on which to 
wreak its vengeance. for crimes fuppofed to nave refult- 
el from a f{pirit of witchcraft. Itis high time to difcard 
a book whicn contains a precept fo foolifh, fo abfurd, and 
{fo wicked as that in the eighteenth verie of this chapter. 
I.very well intormed man ani woman in fociety knows, 
that there is no { ca thing as a witch; they do not be- 
licve a word o: it, and yet many of them pretend to be- 
licve in a book which contains fuch antiquated nonfenfe. 
Ii the book be retained the witches must be retained too; _ 
it would be better to throw them both away together, © 
and ticu maa would become a reafonable being. 
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OF THE BOOKS OF TUE NEW TESTAMENT, 





Addressed to the believers in the book called the Scrip. 


tures. 





Concluded from our last. 


The next is entitled, ** The Epistle of Paul the Apof- 
tle to the Fiphefians.” This, like that of the Galatians, 
contains fix ihort chapters. but Paul is not the writer. 
Tie conclufion of it fays, ** Written from Rome unto the 
} phefians by Ty cricus.” 

‘The next is enut! d, ** The Epistle of Paul the Apof- 
tle to the Poiippians.” “Fhis Episdle contains but four 
fhort chapters. and occupies only four octavo pages. 
But this, fhort as itis, Paulis not the writer. The con- 
ec! fion of it favs, © It was written to the Philippians from 
Rome. by Fp piroditus.” It is mot dated. Query, 
were thofe wen who wrote and fisned thole Epistles 
Journeymen Anostles, who undertook to write in Paul’s 
dame, as Paul is faid io have preached um Cirist’s name? 
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The next is entitled, * The Fpistle of Pant the Apof- 
tle, to the Coloffians.” Tis Epistle, bke tie tormer, 
contains only four fhort chapters, but Paul is nor the 
writer. Doétor Luke is fpoken ot in this b pistle as ted 
ing his compliments, “ Like, we beloved phyticin, 
and Demas greet you.” Ciap. g v. ig. it does not 
fay a word about his writing any Goipel. “The conclu- 
fion of the Epistle fays, * Written from Rome to the 
Coloffians, by Tychicus and Onchimus.” 

The next is entitled, “ The first Epistle of Paul the 
Apostle, tothe Theffalonians.” It contains five fhort 
chapters, and the fecond Epistle contains three sull 
fhorter. Either the writer of the!e Epistles was a vifion- 
ary enthufiaft, ora direct impostor, fore tells the ‘het- 
falonians, and, he fays, he tells them by the word of the 
Lord, that the world will be at an end in his and their 
time; and after telling them that thofe who are already 
dead fhall rife, he adds, chap. 4, v.17, ‘ ‘Phen we 
which are alive and remain fhail be caught up with them 
into the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and fo fhall 
we be ever with the Lord.” Such deteéied lies as thefe 
ought to fill priests with confufion, when they preach 
fuch books to be the word of God. Thefe two } pist'es 
are faid, in the conclufion of them, to be written trom 
Athens. They are without date or fignatures. 

The next four Fopistles are pivate leters. Two of 
them are to Timothy, one to ‘Titus, and one to Phile- 
mon. Who they were nobody knows. 

The first to Timothy contains fix. fhort shapners, and 
is faid to be written from Laodicea It is w thout date or 
fgnature. The fecond to ‘Jtothy cotntains four thort 
chapters. It is faid to be written trom Rome, ard is 
without date or fignature ‘The Fpisile to Titus con- 
tains three’ chapters. lt is faid to be written irom Ni. 
copolis in Macedonia. It is without date or fignature. 
The Epistle to Philenion contairscne chapter.  Itis faid 
to be written from Reme by Onefimus. Itis without 
date. 

Vhe last Fnistle aferibed to Pivl is entitled, “ The 
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Fpistle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews.” It eon. 
tains thirteen chapters, and is {aid in the conclufion to 
be written trom taly, by Timothy. This Ttmothy 
(according to the conclinfion of the Epistle called the fe- 
cond Epistle of Paul to Timothy) was bifhop of the 
coureh of the F.phelians, and coniequently this is not an 
J pistle of Paul, 

On what flender ecb-web evidence do the priests and 
pro‘effors of the Christian religion hang their faith! The 
Jame degree of hear fay evidence, and that at third and 
fourth hand, would notin a ccurt of Justice, give a man 
title to a cottage, and yet the priests of this proteflion 
peetimptioufly promile their deluded followers the king- 
dom of .Heaven. A little reflection would teach men 
that thofe books are not to be trusted to; that fo fartrom 
there being any proot they are the word of Gad, it 1s ua- 
known who the writers of them were, or at what time 
they were written, within three hundred years after the 
reputed authors are faid to have lived. It is not the ine 
terest of priests, who get their living by them, to exa- 
mine into the infificiency of the evidence upon which 
thofe books were received by the popifh councils who 
compiled the New Testament. But if Meffrs. Linn and 
Mafon would occupy themfelves upon this fubje¢t fit fig 
mihes not which fide they take, for the eveut will be the 
{ume} tney would be better employed than they were last 
prefidential eleGtion, in writing jefuitical eleciioneering 
pamphkts. The very name ofa priest attaches fufpici- 
on to tthe instant he becomes a dabbier in party politics. 
“the New England priests fet themfelves up to govern 
the state, and they are falling into contempt for fo domg. 
en who have their farms and their feveral occupations 
to tollow, and have a commen mterest with their neigh- 
bours in the public profperity and tranquility of their 
couniry, neither want nor chufe to be to!d py a priest who 
they fhall vote for, nor how they fhall conduct their 
temmpora! concerns. 

The cry of the priests, that the Church is in danger, 
is the cry of men who do not undersiand the imtercet of 
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their own craft, for instead of exciting alarms and ap- 
preherfions for its fafety, as they expect it excites lulpi- 
-eion that the foundation is not found, and that it is ne- 
ecflary to take down and build it on a furer foundation. 
Nobody fears tor the fatety of a mountain, but a hillock 
oe! fand nay be wa‘hed away! Blow then, O ye priests, 
" the Trumpet in Zion,” tor the Hillock is in ‘danger. 


DETECTOR—?P. 





re 
CHURCH AND STATE. 





His eminence the Cardinal De Caprara, Legate a Latere, 
bas addrefled the iollowing letter to the French Bi 
fhops. 





His eminence the Cardinal De Caprara, Legate a La. 
tere, adarcfled, on the oth inst. a ktter to the French bi. 
fhops, of which the following és a tranflation :— 

** Ny Lordi—Napoleon Bonaparte having been ap- 
poiated lnperor of the French, you are for the tuture to 
mike ufe of the following torm of prayer: *O Lord, pre- 
ferve our .mpero: Napoleon,” instead of that which was 
ordered by the article of the Concerdant, pafled between 
the Holy Apostolic Chair and the Government of France. 
Aiter this torm the following prayer may be recited as it 
dus been already ufed in the lwperial Chapel -— 

*O God! the protecior of all kingdoms, and efpectaily 
‘ of the French Empire, grant unto tay fervant Napoleon, 
* Emperor, that he know and further the wonders of thy 
* power, to the end that he, whom theu hast appoimted 
* our Sovereign, may be always powertul, through thy 
* grace.’ 

“ Which I accordingly notify to your Greatnefs, de- 
claring myfelf at the fame time, your Greatnefs’s true 


fervant. 
(Signed) 
T.B. CAR, CAPRARA” 
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Tris mecefary to remark upon this piece of religions 
fummery, that there cannot be a greater infult offered 
either to God or man, than that which is contained in 
the above. Gol is declare.l to be the protector of all the 
Monarchies of the earth, and efpecially of that new 
French delpotifm of which Bonaparte is the reputed and 
iplendid chref. It follows of courfe that the Supreme 
Being is enlisced in the wicked work of etflaving the hu- 
man rated Slav ery, religious or political, ought to be ab. 
horred by every just man Whatever may be the desti- 

ies of the ancient’-world, it is preiumed that the vigos 
rons mind now aggreyate y operating in the new hemif- 
prere will repel with indtznation the opinion whic bas 
market three fourths of the hnman race, as objects of 
everna! fla very and degradation. .~M man is to be ever. 
lastinely enflas red and miferable, it is time for all “Fhe. 
ists to pafs once more in review their tundamental cdoe- 
trine. But defpotifm, civil and relisious, thail utterly 
perifh, andthe Theifm of Nature trinmp) over the ty- 
rannical examples exhibited in the Old and New ‘lesta- 
ment, amd the ale which has been made of ticle among 
the temporal kingdoms of the world. 
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Profession of Faith from Kousseau, continued, 


For what reafon my foul is thus fubjested to my orgarrs 
ef fent+, ari chamnedt to 2 body w bee n lays it under fo 
much rectraimt, I know not, vor prefume to enter tito 
the decrees of the Almighty; but | may, without teme- 
rity, form: a modest eonjccture or two on this head | 
retlect, that if the » tod of man had remained prefect! 
free and pure, whet merit could he have pretended to, 
in admiring and purt ny that order which he faw alrea- 
ay estabiithed, and whicahe w ould lie onder uo tempra- 
tion to disturb? itis true, he would have been happy, but 
he could net have artaines dtuat most fubiime devree of 
iePeity, thc glory of viriuc, and the testimony oi a good 
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eonfcience. Being united on earth to a mortal body, by 
tics not lefs powerful than incomprehentibic, the prefer’ 
vation of that body becoming the great concern of the foul, 

aii mekes tts prefent apparent interests contrary to the 
general order of things, which it is, neverthelels; capa- 
ble of fceing and admiring, It is im ths {ituation, that 
tic making a good ufe of his liberty becomes at once his 
merit and his reward, andthat he prepares for himleli 
eternal bappinefs, in combating his earthly padions, and 
prelerying the primitive purity of his will, 

But even fuppofing that in our prefent state of depra- 
Vity, our primitive propentities were luch as they ough: 
to be. yet, it all our vices are’ derived from ourfelves, 
why do we complain that we are fubjeéted to them? 
\. hy do we impute to the creator thefe evils which we 
bring on ourlelves, and thofe enemies we arin against 
our own happinefs? Ah! let us not fpoil the man of 
nature, and he will always be virtuous without constraint, 
and happy without remorfe! ‘he criminals, who pre- 
tend they are compelled to fin, are as falfe as they are 
wicked. Is it poflible for them not to fee that the weak- 
neis thev complain of is their own work; that their first 
deprayaion was owing to their own will; that by their 
wiltuily yielding first to temptations, they at length find 
them irrefistible ? It is true, they now cannot help be- 
ang weak and wicked ; but it is their fault that they at 
rst became fo. 


To be continued. 








BURNING FOR WITCHCRAFT, 

Five women were lately tried at Patna, in Hindostan, 
en charges ol forcery, and being found guilty, were put 
todeath. The governor gci eral on being intormed of the 
circumstance, ordered ail the principle perions who com- 
poied the tribunals to be eppre! ended, and arranged be- 
fore the circuit court o: Patna, ou charges of the murder 
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of thefe women, andthe court adjudged thenrte fuller 
death. kt appeared, however, that tors custom had pr. 
vailed time immeimortal; fevera! of the witne Tes reme ne 
bered numerous instances of perfons havin: been put te 
death by the Brahmins for forcery, and one of then in 
particular proved that his owa mother had been tried 
and executed as a witch—the goverhment therefore 
purdoued the offenders , but to prevent the recurrenes 
of circuinstances f> difgraceful to humanity, a procla:na 
tion has been iffued, declaring that any one forming a 
tribunal tor the trial of perfons charged with witchcra't, or 
aiding or encourazing ia any act todeprive fach perions 
of liie, fha'l be deemed guilty of murder, aad fulfer tae 
Peilaity attached to that offace, 





In the Forest of Mount Gredistve, in the county of 
Flunyade, in Tranfylvania, fome remains of an exten. 
five ancient city have been dilcovered; but nothing that 
fhews its name. In the neighbourhood a number of 
gold coins have been difcovered in weight each equal to 
22 ducats. On one fide, three male fizures, the first and 
last carrying hatchets, with the inteription, in charace 
ters Kozen, On the reverfz an eagie at rest, holding 
crown inits rght claw. The learned fuppofe that the 
pieces of money were coined at the Hztruican city Coa, 
and the three male fizures repreteit a conful, preceded 
and followed by a tictor. Tne conis are fuppofed to be 
2000 years old, ty antiquarians. ‘Fue Austrian govern- 
ment has ordered farther refearches. 
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